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EDUCATTOXAL RECOXSTRUCTTOX TX BELGIUM. 

» . , . / • 

By Waltku .V. Moatoomery. 


<^'VTRXTS.— Kconomic rocovory and educational connectloDS— Historical sketch of Belgian » 
oducntlon— Kihir.itlon durInK the (Jinnan orcupatlon—Kducatlonal reconstruction— 

I nlvcrslt.r reconstruction— The Tnlverslfy of Itrussels. 


ECONOMIC RECOVERY AND EDUCATIONAL CONNECTIONS. 

Belgium’s progress in rehabilitation has been most marked of all 
the countries devastated by' the World Wan In resumption of 
Operation of the iron and steel industries, of coal mining, of railroad 
rebuilding, of the sugar factories, .of cotton spinning, of rebuilding 
resi<lcnces and. communal buildings, the Government, private initi- 
athe. capital, and labor of all grades have cooperated in a way de- 
serving to be a model to the other goveriimente of the world. . 

M. Delacroix, chancellor of the exchequer, presenting the budget 
to the Parliament, well sununarized the task Iving immediately 
before the country in words which have educational as well as 
economic import: 

Our financial situation will Improve by deareea This year we shall have a 
hu.lpet which wiu .approslmatciy balance. The next year, when we are In a 
IMisIflon to estimate the possible amount of Indemnity wo are to receive, we 
-ahull take steps to reduce the national debt. Taxation will have to he well 
(l .strtbnted In . order that there may be no unfair burdens. Justice Is neces- 
certainly, but It Is Imperative to meet our financial requirements. Every- 
body Is spending too much. THat must stop. All ranks of society must 
« onomize. The lalmrer Is ready to work. If only he can be assured that his 
efforl.s have other results than the mere enrichment of his employers. 

The Interest ‘of the country Hes In Incr&sed pnaluctlon. It Is a very real 
necessity. War bus Impeded civilization, We have to make up lost time. 
Kroiiont.v Is neceasiir}'. Alwa.vs ecoriofiiy. Our opportunity Is at bond The 
past laya upon ns responsibility, and we have no right to compromise the 
future pf our country. . . 

Economic and material rehabilitation have gone ha&d in hand 
with the intellectual and the educational. According to the reporta 
of the 'Anglo-Belgiaa Union, Belgian cooperation, under the leader- 
ship of the noted authoc, Emile Cammaerts, has organized popular 
lectures throdghout Belgium' for the purpose of spreading knowledge 
of modern countries All are illustrated, and treat of subjects of 
vital bearing oh the future well-being of Belgium. 
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BIENNIAL SURVEY OF EDUCATION, 1018-1920. 

The economic revival is accompanied by an extraordinarily active 
intellectual revival. All universities and schools are/ crowded far 
beybhd their capacity, and the minister of science and art, M. Jules 
Dcstree, is even contemplating restoring entrance examinations**to 
universities in order to eliminate those who are less fitted for higher 
studies. Xot less than'five or six literacy reviews have been lately 
founded in Belgium, and a generation of new^writei*s, including some 
remarkable younger poets, ds coining to the fore.' 

One pf the signs of educational awakening in Belgium was re- 
sumption of the publication of .the journal of primary education, 
entitled L'Ecole Xationale. Suspending publication with the in- 
vasion in August, lD14,dt is now revived under the slightly different 
but more comprehensive title L’ttducation Xationale. Its first nmn 
bers, November 1 and 15, 191P, outline a statesmanlike program for 
the reconstruction and revivification Belgian education. It does 
not regard Jhe task as a piecemeal one, or segregate the several de- 
partments of education. It rather coordinates and makes each live 
by organic contact with the other. Belgian education is treated 
under 14 aspects by the most noted educational thinkers oT that 
stricken country. Each sees in education the first and most powerful 
agency in the rehabilitation of the country. 

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF BELGIAN EDUCATION. 

In order the better to understand what Belgium has at \ the way 
of educational foundations on which to build, it may Ik* well to s» m- 
marize the chief events and currents of Belgian education befprt the 
World War. The organic educational law of 1842, which marks air 
Belgium the beginning of a modern educational system, was re- 
pealed by the law of 1879, carried by the Liberal Party. After a 
trial of five years, it was supplanted by the law of 1884, carried by 
the Catholic Party, and constituting ..in essence a return to the law 
of 1842. ^ In 1914, just before the war, a new school law, with com- 
pulsory attendance from 6 to 14 yeai's as.its mgst prominent feature, 
was passed by Parliament, but Hid not, of course, go into ojteration.* 

EDUCATION DURING THE GERMAN OCCUPATION. . 

The International Bureau of Teachers’ Associations, to which the 
German ^eachers’ Association also belonged ,diad its headquarters in 
Belgiuip. At the outbreak of the war the bureau was transferred to 
Holland. According to Nehe Bahnen, January-Tebruary, 1915, page 
215, the Internatfbnal Union made special efforts to ameliorate the 
condition of Belgian teachers. They endeavored to secure the return 

* .^brldgi^ from ” Thi* Prowent Situation In Belgium/* The New Europe, May 6, 1020. - 

La Reforme de rElnseignemeot. by H. Mon De Paeuw. Brusaela. 
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of tlie Belgian teacliei-s to tlieir scliools. in which tliey wor^seconded 
by the German military authorities, who promised that the teachers 
who sliould open tlieir schools again would lie permitted to go on 
widi their work iindistiirhed. Their presence, it was hoiied, would 
help to ivstorc order and nominal activities in the. occupied terri- 
tory. 

Among the population there was a strong desire to hove the schools 
resume their work even in places that had suffered much during. the 
invasion. In Hrusels the Germans claim that instruction had”^f- 
fcied virtually no interruption. .Schools were opened in I.uttich on 
(Moher 1. 1D14. in Antwerp November ft. in Louw» December 1. - 
Hie Gcrmlln .\dvaiiced Modern .School in Brussol^vns also*. to re- 
.siiine its work at as curly a date as possible. 

In the Xeiie Bahnen for -Viigust..ini.*>, a correspondent, Walther 
'luge, writes of the Belgian schools (none were in session where he 
was): • - . . 

t 

- Till* solifH)! hml Ihmmi (tminiandwml ; furnitiiro romovod or pile«l 

in rlio r.Mmi.s. Hihh‘nl pirtnms very imllffonMit as works of art 
btin;: on the walls. ^ * 

Arinniintf (4. a siatrineiU of a BH«ian teaclior, a eoiiiDul.sorv law was to'' 
\vA\o ^cono into ofTm iu.Jf)14. The toaclior (lid n<»t like tho Slate school— a‘ Hass 
of .sHhmiIs conductiM! parallel with tlnise conducttMl l»y the cleri?y. The teachers 
did in«t roiK'eni thom.^lves with imlltlcs — tliey were neutral. 

The sidartes of the teachers were apportionetl on a pro-rata basis of the popu- 
lation of the district, cr^tipK four salary classes. Every two years an lu- 
crciaeiit of loo francs was nddeil to the basic sidary, rising to a maximum In 
each of file four classes «f 2.000, 2jra), 3,100, and 3.400 fmnes. rt*siH>cUvely. 

From tho trninint: ct»lle*ies a toaclior inljrht procure a <liploiiin for each of 
Hweral brandies. The more diplomas ho liad. tli^ better his ptmsion ’stntfts. 
Assuming tliat a teaclier must Ik* retlrdl on a pension with 2r> years of senice, 
nod has had a salary, of 3.000 francs, the uumlv»r of his diplomas was addetl to 
bi.s yeiirs of servic**, and ^the sum tnultlpUed by his salary, and the product 
divided by 50. (Example; 25-^2X3,000^50=1,620 franot,) 

Anything like a uniform stan\rd of education was Imiiossible in view of-- 
llie many classes of schools— State schools, schools atxJredltod by the State 
sdiools conducted by the clergy, and still others. To this feature of Belgian 
education must l>c hscrilied the lack oMuws for compulsory 'attendance. 

The schools and t4e teachers look to France for their luodels In educational 
administration. Though the Hemlsh people are of Germanic origin, their 
iHlucatiun certalrily is not 

An inquiry mntle of 34 persons;^ between the ages of 14 and 62. showed *tliat 
some had attended schooPonly'l year; others ranged from 1 to 13 years of 
attendance. Some could not write their names. 

£DUCA1)0^AL ^reconstru^on. 

complete reorganization pf the entire Belgian system of primary 
and agricultural in8truc«fcn, ’with close adaptation to the needs, of 
the reconstruction and war period, are the aims of the governmental 
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anticipaM that the program an<l schedule of studies of the primary 
an<l normal schools will be the first points of attack. 

The new organic law of primary instruction expressly provides for 
the installation of State instruction along practical lines for pupils 
of to 14 years. These schools are to^be modele<l after the con- - 
tinuation schools projected by the Epgiisb c<lucati'on actof 194S. 

The devastated school's of FiSnders are in actual process of re- ’ * 
construction. The Province of East Fliindei^has voted a pre- 
liminary loan of 10,000,000 francs to aid the individual communes • 
in the establishment of 700 to 800 cla.sses in the public schools, in 
addition to those existing Iw^ore the war. Tliis does not include 
those destroyed by the (lerman occu|>ation. 


*Viiwf>cr of in the inimarit xrhtfois in Hclginm in ./miip, 


Sehoob 

CUsses 

Boys 

Oirts 

Teachers ( men). . . 
Teachers (women) 


> Ficurw taken from (he oifaii of the^Belgiaii Teachers’ Ast^adaUmi. 


Public 

.schools. 


Free 

(denomi* 

national). 


4,827 
13,A75 
330. 008 
187,3(10 

7,512 


3,132 
11,212 
156; 975 
289,759 
3,048 
8.001 


The, school law passed October 13, 1019, modifies the orgiinic hiw 
of primary education in quite a mimlior of its iirticlesf, chiefly in those 
that fixed the salaries of teachers. Follo\vin«r are the main lines of 
thcchanf?es: 

, • Article I, The ciantnuDnl council the ftalnry of coiiiinuiiiil t(*rtclieni 

on the following bases : ' ■ 

!• A iiiiiifiniini salary of 3,000 francs for men touchers niiil of 2,000 frnn<*s for 
womeiL 

2. An nllowniice for residence fixed as follows Tor several oltiRses: 

: In comniunes of 5.00Q Inhabitants and less. 2(X) francs. 

Ill comipnnes of 5,00i to 40,000 inhabitants. 300 frnno*. ' 

lir c-dnumines of 40,001 to 100.000 hiliabitantH. 400 francs, 
ill communes of more than 100.000 inliabltnnts, TiOO fnincs. 

This allowame ^hall l>e doubled — 

(ff). For married men teachers and for' widows and widowers with one or 
more children. * 

(6) For heads of schools. ' 

Aptici^ if. The teacher is entitled to 10 annual increases of luo francs, 
followed by 19 biennial Increases of 150 francK,^ up to the sum nocessiir>* to 
' Increase, the inlnlnium allowed by law up to 2,500 franca ' 

For woiiin teachers the scale of Increases Is fixed, res]>ecUvely, at 80 francs 
and 120 francs np to 2,000 franco, the mlnlimiin allow*ed by law. 

Airncuc V. Ah allowance for administration, ciilctilnied on the basis of 100 


francs a class. Is granted to school beads offiolnjly' to the .tf’acliers In charce 
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The Monitenr lielge Mnrch 27, 1920, published u series of royal 
decre^ establishing a Higher Council of Public Instniction, reor- 
ganizing the existing conseils de perfectionnement for higher, mid- 
dle. normal, and priiuafy education, and designating the members of 
the four gmips. • i 

By the terms of thesife deci^,' the Higher Council of Pulflic In- 
struction, composed of 16 menibers named for a term of four ye^, is 
charged witlj^ the duty of establishing the coordination of the dif- 
ferent divisions of education in Which the* State is interested. It 
meets at the call of the minist^ of sciences and fide arts, or at the 
nKpiest of at least half its members. i3%e i^irector general, the sec- 
retary of public instruction, sits with it; but has only a consultative 
voice m its delib|>rations. The council is to ^ve its advice upon 
matters submitted to it by the minister. 

Every member may also stibmit to the council nietters for con- 
sideration which seem useful to him, and call for their examination 
and a vote_ thereon for governmental guidance. The council may 
meet separately or with ^ or the other of the conseils de perfec- 
tionnement. It may delate one or more of its members to attend, 
with consultative voice only, the deliberations of one of these 
councils. 

The higher 'council may ^udy every question oonqgrning educa- 
tion, even if it be not suWnitted to it by the minister. It may, with 
the authorization of the minister, institute investigations, consult spe- 
cialists, and take chargi? of teinimrary inspections and traveling mis- 
sions, under the direction of the minister. 

The regulations governing the three conseils de perfectionpem^t 
are along the same lines. It is to be noted that the council for 
higher education, consisting of 21 memliers. will have the power 
finally, when the question shall concern the interests of the universi- 
ties e.xclusively, to deliberate with its bodj^ reduced to only the repre- 
sentatives of that division. • . 

The rouncil of middle education, consisting of 10 members, may 
<lividc into two sections, the first having to do with the athen^es, 
the other with the middle schools. It is to give its advice upon the 
comi^titive examinations, upon the national Kpenditures for this 
division of education, upon examinations, degrees, certificates, all os 
liiuit^ by legal dispositions; it examines the textbooks used in this 
division of education, and proposes instructions to be' given to in- ■ 
spectors. 

The council of normal and primary education, composed of 15 
member^ embraces two sections, the normal and the primary. It 
gives ite advice upon all matters submitted to. it by the mini^tar or 
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by one of its iueml>ers. The inintstor submits to the council the 
i-eports of the provincial inspcct^-s on the situation of primary edu- 
cation. The council exuinincs tJie bi>oks and teaching materials sub- 
mitted to it by the minister or by its membci^. 

To sunt up, the ref<»rm instituted by M. DestnVj the minister, c(»u- 
sists first of t'onferring ujmn the tim'e councils existing Wfore tlie 
German occupation and now* reorgahi7-cd.,the rights of initiative 
rimy did not . possess Iwfore and, by the estaidishinent of a" higliei* 
council of public instruction, in coordinating the labors of the coun- 
cils in such a way as to fill in gaps, av(ud dtipllcation, aiul establi>h 
the necH.‘ssary links lietween the varictns tlivisions of education. 

The opening session of the four Councils, meeting together, was 
^held Maivh 1020. The minister in a moving ap]>eal called upon 
all the meml)et's to lulmr together for Helgium's reconstruction, and 
urged especial attention to matters c<mcerning moral and civic ami 
esthetic education, the coiulitioiis of lidnnssion to higher stiulios, the 
profe.ssiuiial preparation of teachers ol^s<^ondarv education, and tlie- 
improvoiiHMit of primary normal educati<^. 

The Federation of ('hristian Teachers of Helgiiim met in Hruss^ds'^ 
in August, 1019, (be firet time since lOlS, with a large number of- 
memWrs’ present. C'omplaint was voicetl of the delay of local conn- 
cilk in the payment of teachers’ salaries long in arrears, some as far 
back as the o|>eiung ^f the war. Resolutions w^eix* passed urging the 
passage of a law ineor|>orating the following principles: Eijuality 
before the law of all scdiools, whether free or official; gniduatcd 
salaries; salaries for men and women teachers, paid by the J^tate, 
with 3,G<H) francs as minimum and 0,000 francs as maximum; Ix^^nises 
for teachers who had fought in the war. 

The official Belgian I.<eaguo of Education has reorganized, mating 
(1920) in Brusisels, ami following the siime genera! lines as the 
French league of the same name, urging immediate legislation along 
the' following lines: Organization of the fourth grade, education of 
abnormals, ossistance to poor scholars, ‘reform and development of 
normal education, publication of works concerning popular educa- 
tion, technical education, and popular agricultural training and 
apprenticeship, ' 

Before the invasion Belgium manifested progressive spirit in the 
matter of allowing girls access to higher studies. The same spirit 
is shown in the reestablishinent of the Girls’^ High School at Brus- 
sels. This institution, however, is intended for girls wdio do not 
intend to prepare for univereity courses, or for the professions.* Its 
purpo^, ns announced, is to train “ women who'ai'e to play an impor- 
tant role in the* intellectual and moral development of Belgium.” 
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The scheiJufe of hours follow the sninc lines ns the athenees which j 
aumit j^irls, but its subjects of- instruction are widely different: Psy- ■ 
cholo^ history of French Uterature, history of foreign liteniture, 
histoncal critirisnu liistoi^- of the ancient civilizations and the 
Orient, history of Greek and Roman civilizations, national history 
and political institutions of Belgium, social an<l economic studies of 
Dioilern times. Latin aiuKGteek courses are ele^ive. 

■ The city of Brussels has established the normal studies necessary 
for the training of teachers of manual arts, esiwially for fourth- 

'' -11 

y. Tlie first year wiU be devoted to wootlworkirig. metal work- 
ing. Uvhnical and ornamental drawing, technoh^ use of tools, and 
wood carving. r' / 

, In the ^-ond year the studies of the first will lie enlarged upon, 
and in addition studies in industrial hygien^, trigonometry, elements 
of niechnnics. and s|>ecial methodology of manual arts will lie offereil 

Similar schools for girls arc projected, to be opened ns soon as 
possible. • 

The new free (popular) University of Brussels has sJwured the 
silc occupied by the French, section of the exposition of 1910 and 
will at once erect an adequate building. For this, among other siib- 

wriptioiis. the provincial council of Brabant has grantoil a million/ 
francs. 

UNIVERSITY RECONSTifUCTION. 

At the.session of the Belgian Parliament on i^pteinber 10. 1919 
the premier i^niniunicatcd to the ('liambor of Represimtafives a 
letter from Mr. Herlwrt jlloover. which, after"ac<-ounting for all 
maintenance expenses of tkc Coinniissioi, for Relief in Belgium and 
estimating a balance of 1.W millions of francs .still remaining pro- 
ceeded to ^ f^rth a financial project for the restoration an.| develop- 
mont of hi^het* edncatipn in that country. 

.Xccordiiig- to Mr, Hoover’s statements—' 

The war nml ita economic effects .lemonsirateil il„. snpreiiie liujiorlaDce of' 
higher lns,rncf.o„ for oil os,h^|„,1v for il.e nw^?Tf la 

ne<^sar.v ,ol ,o open scll.mia of hfahor ..Mellon for ,hc a..„a anuTaah.ora 

»<• •hen. to anch a.h,w.|a; (6) |„ |„. 
crease the n vemie* of such achoola in such a waj- that ihev mar render to the 
coniin(.mty the services Justl.v to he oxiwt.U of then, an.l that tli!^.v may be able 
to receive new tlevelojiuioiit Id the future. 

Mr. HooVer proposed that— 

he appUe.1 to the estab- 

l^ment of a national mliicniluimt foundation inimae<y] by air<miiiilaslnn com 
« Belahuis ami Amerl.ana. sThe rt^vniicl. ..f^hls fZSn .1",^^ 

rtl'n~ I ‘o'*"* "f fanilllea In imaternte cliUuL 

Stances in onler to permit tlie^ W pmcee.t to higher i|dacatioii. 
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sfiiiy ihrcH> iKT‘<vnt of tluvl.’K^ itillhi>ns xhiiN bo dpproprlaUM) of oikv to 
i)io fulbiwitm Inst itul ions : Tlu* riilvorslilos of l*ro.sU*l8« I^mivhIh, ObWijt. 

' 0«T:W |>i*r «'Oiit for eiu li): K4 *Ii<hi 1 of tnlm^ ni Mouh t3 |H*r wut) ; i'oli»njul 

Flitrlior ScluHi) (tlCp'ixT ivni ). • - • . 

. • 

The ('liomber ut Repi^esentn lives nt*copteiV the ilonution with pro- 
fouhil ^nititiulc iind upprtH'intjon of it^ mconinj]r for the future of 
Belgium. / ' . 

The Natioiiiil KJuoatioiiai Fojiniliition has thus at its disposal a 
capital i»f oo.tHIO.tak) fnuK's, which it is |iu|hmI may Ih» still funlirr 
-iiim*a>4Hl •after the liiril M*tt lenient t»f all accounts tif the Ue!i»*f 
('ommissioii. This hainrtation will Im* iiu*orpor:itiHl hv*a law 
yet to Ih* ))asse«l. The rt*venm»s will he <levuted espiH'ially to the 
i*stahlishinont of hnal ami. traveling s<*holarsliips fur luvdy students. 
The trnsftvs of the humdation have as their aim to make sucli selei*- 
tiims of iKuielieiaries mis shall introduce a truly (slucational elito^ 
into the uni versi tit's. On the <»tlier hand, a tuTrtion of the ix'veuues 
tvill Ijc app'rtipriated for the^extension of learning and graiiteil to 
professoi's to fHTiiiil them to travel, to pursue seieiUilie n*si*arcli, and 
to piihlish s|Hriali/ed works tvliich tljeir |>ersonal n»s<fiirct's do not 
^^>ermit them to issue. 

The sum total iissigiietl to institutions of higlier education is fixctl, 
subject to change, at 9r>,000.000 francs— *JO,000,0(>() for eadi of the 
fotir universities, HkOOO.OOO for the tHdoniul stdiool, r*.000,(fco for the 
school of mint's. Of this sum, an advance of •JO,000,0(K) was turned 
over in Septejiil)or. . ‘ ^ 

Intert'Sting lepil complications have rt'siiUetl fn»m these dtinut ions. 
The free rnivefsities of Brussels and I^mvain have !w?en incoi|>o- 
* raUnl hy law simn' 1911; hut the State T^niversi tit's of (ihent and 
Liege are not on this footing. They ilesire, however, to obtain this 
status hy law, ^The scheme outlined by Sfr. Hoover now proj^ses to 
divert the 4 million intended for higher eduention not to the Slate 
but to the universities themselves. The latter hiyl this with deHglit, 
for they |>erceivc in the decree of incorporation a measure which 
will confer upoh them, in the eye of the State, an autonomy which 
they have never enjoyed and do not now enjoy. TIica' see in it also 
far-reaching consiMpieiices, not onl}^ for material enrichment luit also 
for the lecriiiting of their scientific ami profes^rial staffs. 

The annoiinct'inent of the donation of the coinmi.s.sion for tielgiaii 
relief has aroused delight' and no less surprise in scientific circles. 
The preliminary steps to the decision of the commission were known 
to only a few .privileged members, though they involved many long 
and minute inveskigations into educational matters. The genesis of 
the final act may lie traced l)ack to April, 1016. MTfile the war. was 
in full progre^, delegates from the four univei^sities and the national 
relief committee, undaunted and still full of confidence in the iilti* 
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mate issue of ihe conflict, meeting for routine work, dared tu'lraik 
lieyond tinit into tlic' field of the nation's dlucational nee«ls. JVith 
the increase of the simis at the disposal of the committee, their plans . 
look a wiilef scojie and came to include educational matters ns- well. 

The ilonation attains two.ends at once, the democratic and the sci- 
cnlifll'. It has receivinl universal commendation IhuIi.hi Belgium 
and France. In the latter country it has been commendeil even hy 
llmi section of the French press which is inelinetl to t|iieslioh the 
fat me of juiixdy scientitic studies in the'iucieasing deiu<K.*raliMlion 
01 nuMlern society. ■ The combination adopted, that of varrving 
higher education to its bigliest de^n.*e of |terfeclion aiul at the same 
time making it fn*ely aciWible to the youth of the masses, atrords 
the lies! of all solutions yet ilcvised for the problem of tlie future 
relations of scieiu-e.und democracy—a problem universally regaixied 
as one of ilie^niost serious that has to be faceii in modern echii'atiun. 

A vital feature of the scheme. is the stipulation that no portion of 
* tlic donatioiis is to be touched for the construction of biiihlings. U ' 
is intendeil that they be'enti rely devoted to the improveineni of the 
conditions of life f6r the professors and students, and the endbw- 
weiits of laboratories and libraries. 


THE UNIVBBSITY OF BRUSSELS. 


Three new courses have been instituted this year in the rnU’ereity 
of Rrus.wls. One, in |>cdagogj’, has been establisheil inde<|H'ndenr of 
the faculties. Courses are oi»en to teachers of the seiondary and 
primary education, as to candidates ■for the doctorate of philomphy. 
letters and sciences, who p'rdimsi> to follow n raixvr in the atlicnites> 
(eorivsjM)nding to the Frenclr lycfes). In onler to nppn*ciate mure 
fully the meaning of this new ivgulation, the reader is remindei) 
tlmt,.sini‘e the ajmlitinn of (he higher normal schimls in 1M9I>, the 
teaching foixx* of the secondary schools has had to be rocruitetl 
aiming the diK'tors sent out by the unrversities. However, it is 
^gnixed that if (he scientific preparation of this tyix* of teachers 
is sntisfaTtory, their professional and pedagogical preparation is 
l>y no means .so. ■. It is to remedy this situation that -the University’ 
of Brussels has ^(ablished (he interrelated unit of courses making* 
up the iicdagogical section; Biology, pi^chology’, sociology, peda- 
gogy. methodology, physical education and l^gicue, history of 
|»oda^gy, ethics, and liistory. These <murse.s are reenforced by 
practical e.xercises in teaching, in experimental psychology and, 
pcdagcigy, and in social studies tending to bring teachers and stif- 
dehts together. * » • ' r 

After t.wo yiui's of attendance on thgse courses, praotiral e.\er* 
ciseis, grouped studies, and two examinations, the Students obtain 'a 
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• certificate of pedagogical studies. Fiiy students enrolled for 
1910-20. 

Officially dependent upon the facufties of the university, thd 
Government has established a section of technical aviation, the 
courses in which are reserved for engineers liaving a diploma. Tluy 
embrace lectures and recitations upon the mechanism and construc- 
tion of planes, on aviation ihotors.'on the law of the air, hygiene, 
aerial photography, aerologj% wireless telegraphy, map making, and 
4aboratory examinations. . - ‘ 

A section in romance philology has been founded under th^ fac- 
ulty of philosophy, and letters, embracing research study into tlie 
French language and literature and kindred languages. 

The University of Lpuvaiti is rising rapidly ^rom its ruinsl Its 
courses were resumed in November, 1919, when over 3,000 persons; 
including those taking single courses and adults pursuing night, 
courses, were enrolled. The faculties of medicine and science have 
initiated new laboratories in temporary quarters and are seelring to 
p\e thorough instruction. Work in restoration of the world-famoiis 
library, for which subscriptions were begun in May, 1915, is under 
way under the auspices of an international committee of intelle^ctiuils 
• representing distinct nationalities. With this a special Uelgiaii 
committee works in coopej*ation. On the very day of the armistice 
it had already catalogued^0,000 volumes, sent by. friends during the 
^ enemy’s occupation. , 

A group of scientific men have taken the initiative in establish- 
ing ah institute of higher education for women, which-will be put 
under the patronage of the University of Louvain. 

The visit of the Britislf university delegates on mission to Belgium, 
Novemter, 1919, was an episo^Je of great educational and interna- 
tional interest. Ten representatives of every grade of British 

• university institutions composed the mission. They visited a repre- 
.sentative of every grade of higher institution in Belgium. Formal 

'conferences with Belgian educational authorities and informal dis- 
cussions were held for the arriving at ways and means of mutually 
benefiting the educational situation of the two nations so closely 
» allied in the fire of adversity. Extensive interchange of professors 
and of students was aimed at, and many definite conclusions were 

• reached. The Belgian authorities evinced deep interest in the .or- 
ganization of the British universities bureau and planned the estab- 
lishments of such among their own higher institutions.^ 

— — — — fc - 

* Abridged, from report of the. mission in l.ondon t'olverel^ Gascftte, A(**ll 7, 1920. 
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